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"It is true you have been on duty/* Hsi-men said, "but I see
no reason why you should not take the silver/* The four actors
took it, kotowed and went away, Hsi-men Ch'ing went to bed
in the inner court.

The next day when he returned from the office, he found
that Abbot Wu had sent one of his novices and two men to
make preparations for the ceremony. Hsi~mSn Ch'ing had
monastic fare served to the novice, who afterwards went
away. Hsi-men asked Scholar Wen to send invitations to
kinsmen, friends and neighbours, both men and women. The
cooks were instructed to make the necessary preparations and
especially to prepare vegetarian food to be offered to the
dead lady.

Before dawn next day the priests arrived. They went upon
the dais, lighted candles and burned incense. Then they began
to play their instruments and recite the appropriate prayers.
Outside the gate hung a long banner with an inscription, and,
on either side of the gateway, a scroll of yellow paper. Upon
one was written: 'By the gracious mercy of the Ruler of the
East may the soul of this lady, in the light of dawn, ascend to
the mansions of the blessed/ and on the other: 'By the efficacy
of the Nan Tan may she be granted forgiveness of her offences,
that her spirit, strengthened and purified, may mount to the
Heavens.'

Over the dais on which the altar stood hung a scroll which
announced that thirty-five texts, charms and spells were to be
read to relieve from travail the soul of the dead lady, and that
sacrifice would be made to bring her safely through the perils
of Hades.

His Holiness Huang, wearing a scarlet robe with a gold
girdle, and with many attendants following, arrived in a
sedan-chair shortly after sunrise. Abbot Wu and the other
clergy went to receive him. They led him to the altar. Hsi-mgn
Ch'ing, in black robes, came to welcome him and offered him
tea. The priests were given monastic fare beside the altar. The
table on which the food was set was made of red lacquer and
the table-covers were all embroidered. Two boys waited beside
the table. While the attendants were preparing the texts,
Hsi-men Ch'ing made his offering of a roll of gold silk.
Before he went up to the altar, his Holiness put on a 'Hat